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TALKING ABOUT SEXUAL MISCONDUCT OR INTERPERSONAL VIOLENCE 

(SIV) WITH STUDENTS 

Talking about sexual misconduct (sexual assault, sexual exploitation, indecent exposure) or 

interpersonal violence (domestic violence, dating violence, or stalking) may be particularly difficult.  

These talking points were created to help you respond to any student who reaches out to you to 

talk about their experience with sexual misconduct and/or interpersonal violence.  It is important 

that victim/survivors feel supported and encouraged to seek the help or resources they need. 

Sexual misconduct and interpersonal violence can be overwhelming and confusing to anyone who 

experiences it.  Additionally, it can be a difficult experience because in many instances the person 

who has experienced it knows and trusted the person who hurt them. 

These talking points can be used to help shape your conversations with those who approach you to 

talk about sexual misconduct or interpersonal violence. 

If you believe a student is going to disclose information to you about an incident of sexual or 
interpersonal violence, you should say something like this: 

I’m glad you have chosen to talk to someone about what is happening/has happened to you. I care 
about what you want to tell me, but before you tell me more, I want you to know your options. 

 I need you to know that I am required by University policy to report what you tell me to the 
University’s Deputy Title IX Coordinator, who will review the information and reach out to 
you. Her name is Becca Getson and she will work with you in order to protect you and the 
University community.  Bennyce Hamilton is the Deputy Title IX Coordinator for Regionals. 

She will also notify the police. Ohio law and University policy require those not in a legally 
protected role with knowledge of a felony to report it to law enforcement. Reporting to the 
Miami University Police or other law enforcement does not require you to file a police 
report or pursue criminal charges. 

 If you would rather keep this information confidential, there are other people on campus 
you can talk to on a confidential basis. 

If the reporter is not sure or indicates they want to talk to someone on a confidential basis, 
share the following information about Confidential Reporting options: 

Confidential Counseling/Advocacy Resources 

A variety of counselors both on- and off- campus can help you decide what steps to take, such as 
seeking medical attention, preserving evidence, obtaining counseling and reporting to 
authorities. Information, support, and advice are available for anyone who wishes to discuss 
issues related to Title IX violations, whether or not a Title IX violations has actually occurred, 
whether or not the person seeking information has been a victim/survivor of a Title IX 
violation, has been accused of a Title IX violation, or is a witness or other affected person. 
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On Campus* 

 Oxford Campus Student Counseling Service, 513-529-4634 (normal business hours) 
 Hamilton Campus Counseling, 513-785-3211 
 Middletown Campus Counseling, 513-727-3431 
 On-call University counselors (through University police dispatcher), 513-529-2222 
 Women Helping Women: Nora McVey, On Campus: 513-431-1111 (phone & text), 

Shriver 304Q, Hotline: 1-877-889-5610 

* Professional staff members are obligated to maintain confidentiality work in these offices. 
Meeting with one of these individuals does not begin the reporting process. 

Counselors may inform those they counsel of procedures for reporting crimes voluntarily for 
inclusion in Miami’s annual security report. 

Off-Campus Victim/Survivor Advocacy 

Atrium Medical Center:   1 Medical Center Dr., Middletown; 513-424-2111 
The Center for Family Solutions:  400 N. Erie Hwy, Suite C, Hamilton; 513-887-4303 
Crisis Text Line:    Text “hello” to 741-741 
Dove House, YWCA Hamilton:  244 Dayton St, Hamilton; 1-800-618-6523 
Fort Hamilton Hospital:    630 Eaton Ave, Hamilton; 513-867-2000 
McCullough-Hyde Memorial Hospital: 110 Poplar St, Oxford; 513-523-2111 
Ohio Sexual Violence Helpline:  1=844-OHIO-HELP (1-844-644-6435) 
West Chester Hospital (UC Health): 7700 University Dr., West Chester; 513-298-3000 

Crisis intervention is available to victims/survivors 24 hours a day by calling the independent 
Women Helping Women at 513-381-5610 or toll-free at 877-889-5610. Women Helping 
Women advocates for and supports victims/survivors of all genders. There is a Women Helping 
Women office in Hamilton, Ohio at 6 S. 2nd St, Floor 8, Hamilton. 

The National Sexual Assault Telephone hotline is available 24 hours a day at 800-656-HOPE 
(4673).  This hotline, operated by RAINN, connects a caller with a local RAINN affiliate 
organization based on the first six digits of the caller’s phone number. 

For domestic violence, dating violence and stalking contact Dove House, YWCA Hamilton, 244 
Dayton St., Hamilton, OH at 1-800-618-6523. 

Ohio’s Sexual Violence Helpline is available at 1-844-OHIO-HELP (1-844-644-6435).  This 
helpline is a confidential, statewide hotline dedicated to serving survivors of sexual assault and 
relationship violence. 

If the student discloses information about an incident to you and—despite your reporting 
obligation—“requests confidentiality” (i.e., requests that his or her identity not be disclosed, 
that no investigation be pursued, and/or that no University action be taken), you should say 
something along these lines: 
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 Although I am required to report this information, I will also inform the Deputy Title IX 
Coordinator of your request for confidentiality. You should know the University takes such 
requests seriously.  

 You can also explain: 

Such a request may severely limit the University's ability to investigate and take reasonable 
action in response to a report and your request will be evaluated to determine whether there is 
a risk of serious harm to you or to any member of the University community. The University 
will honor a student’s request for confidentiality if it can do so consistent with its obligation to 
ensure the student’s safety and the University’s commitment to provide a safe and non-
discriminatory environment for all students. 

Let students know that there are many services available to them, including interim support 
measures. 

Miami University provides a number of interim support services, upon request, to students who 
have been victims/survivors of sexual misconduct or interpersonal violence. Students may, 
upon request, obtain interim support services, from the Deputy Title IX Coordinator, such as 
changing academic, residential, working, and transportation circumstances. No police report, 
disciplinary complaint or investigation need occur before this option is available. The 
Deputy Title IX Coordinator will exercise discretion and sensitivity about sharing the 
identity of the victim/survivor when arranging for interim support services. A 
victim/survivor can access these services at any time, even if the student initially 
declined the service. 

The Deputy Coordinator will maintain as confidential any support services or protective 
measures provided to the victim/survivor to the extent that maintaining such confidentiality 
would not impair the ability of the University to provide the support services or protective 
measures. 

These services include the following: 

 Providing the victim/survivor with a temporary safe space within the University 
residence halls (available to Oxford residential students). 

 Changing residence hall assignments so that parties do not share the same residence or 
dining hall (available to Oxford residential students). 

 Changing class assignments so that the parties do not share the same classes (available 
to instructional staff and students). 

 Providing academic support services including tutoring. 
 Changing the students' work situation(s). 
 Transportation/parking options. 
 Prohibiting any contact between the parties (available during investigations and 

pending disciplinary processes). 
 Assisting the victim/survivor in obtaining a University no-contact order or a court-

issued restraining order or other lawful order of protection. 
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The University will also provide written information about existing counseling, health, mental 
health, victim advocacy, legal assistance, visa and immigration assistance, student financial aid, 
and other services available to victim within both the university and the community. 

To access interim support services, contact a Deputy Title IX Coordinator. She is available 
during regular business hours throughout the year to meet with students who need information 
or guidance about Title IX violations. Students will become aware of support, medical services, 
and reporting options. 

Inform the student that the incident can be reported directly to law enforcement by saying: 

“You may also decide at any time to make a report to law enforcement. The law enforcement 
process is completely independent from the University’s process. If you decide to report to law 
enforcement, the Deputy Title IX Coordinator can help you make the report to the appropriate 
local law enforcement agency. If you do ultimately decide to report the incident to law 
enforcement, the sooner you do so, the more evidence there will be when the police 
investigate.” 

If the disclosure relates to ongoing sexual misconduct, domestic violence, dating violence or 
stalking, ask the student: 

“Do you feel safe leaving here today? If you feel that you are in immediate danger, we should 
call 911.  We can also contact the Deputy Title IX Coordinator to discuss support that may be 
available to you right now, including safety planning, the issuance of a no-contact directive, and 
other available interim protective measures.” 

If the incident involves a Sexual Assault within the past 96 hours (4 days), let the student 
know: 

 There are specially-trained nurses, called Sexual Assault Nurse Examiners or “SANE 
Nurses,” available at McCullough Hyde Memorial Hospital in Oxford who can assess you for 
injuries related to physical trauma; evaluate you for sexually-transmitted infections and 
possible pregnancy; provide medical care (including medications to prevent infections and 
pregnancy); and can, within the first 96 hours, administer a “forensic exam.”  

 This is a free and confidential exam.  
 During the forensic exam, the SANE Nurse documents and collects evidence of sexual 

contact and/or physical trauma (including injuries to the body and genitals), trace evidence, 
biological fluids, and identifiable DNA. When there is reason to believe that an assault may 
have been facilitated by the use of drugs or alcohol, the forensic exam may also include the 
collection of urine and blood samples for toxicology testing. You are not required to report 
an incident to law enforcement or to the University in order to receive medical attention or 
a forensic exam.   

  You may have a support person of your choosing present throughout the forensic exam.  

Overall, remember that the student talking to you will be feeling very vulnerable, and is 
coming to you for support: 

 During this conversation, listen, do not judge. Now is not the time to ask questions or 
express an opinion the student’s account. 
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 Give comfort. Realize the victim may be dealing with fear, insecurity, embarrassment, 
humiliation, guilt, and frustration. You can play an important role by providing support and 
information about resources. 


