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OXFORD — James Lentini jokes
that he is not geographically
challenged, but he is becom-
ing an expert on places which-
that are not where they seem
to be.

He is leaving Miami, in Ohio,
- totake a job at Qakland, in

Michigan, starting July 8. “T'm .

becoming an expert on plac-
es with names associated with
“other locations,” he said. “It’s
unusual. Oakland is in Mich-
igan.Itold them in the inter-

view at Qaldand that I'm at Mi-

ami, but it’s not in Florida.”
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He heads to Oakland Uni-
versity in Rochester, Mich,, as
senior vice president for ac-.
ademic affairs and provost,
leaving Miami as dean of the
School of Creative Arts. While
leaving a position as dean of
creative arts to one of pro-
vost, he takes a siep away in-
to a more admitistrative posi-
tion, but one he calls “the nat-
ural next progression” as a col-
lege administrator.

“I was not looking for the
job. I gota phone call in April
and was asked about it,” he
said. “Four other candidaies
were on the list. Then, things
kept grogressing. It’s the next
step in leadership.”

At Oaldand, the pravost has

.oversight responsibility for the

College of Arts and Sciences
and the Schools of Education
and Human Services, Business
Adrninistration, Engineering
and Computer Science, Nurs-
ing, Health Sciences and the
QOaldand University William
Beauwmont School of Medicine.
- While his new job will take
him alittle farther away from
aregular mvolvertient with his
music, he said he intends to
keep at it, recalling former Mi- -

. arni Provost Ronald Crutcher,

who was a musician. He still

‘practiced every day and per-

formed occasionally.

“It’s one step further
{away), but I know it can be
domne, U know I will have to be
more selective, butThope to.
keep the connection,” he said.

Elizabeth (Liz) Mullenix,
professor of theater at Miami,
has been named interim dean |
of the Schogl of Creative Atts,
effective Monday, July 8. Mul- ,
lenix has served as chair of the
Department of Theatre at Mi-

.ami since her arrival in 2006.
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+ Mullenix writes about Ante-
‘bellum culture/theater, theater
‘cross-dressing, performance
and politics during the Civil
War, first wave feminisim, and
gender/feminist theory and has
published articles and book re-
views in various journals, '

Prior to coming to Miami,
Mullenix received a doctor-
ate at the University of Illinois
in Champaign-Urbana and af:
terward taught theater history,
dramatic literature and theory
for 11 years at Tllinois State Uni-
versity, where she also served
as the associate chair of the
School of Theatre and the as-
sociate dean for the College of
Fine Arts,

Lentini came to Miami in
2007. His time in Oxforg has .
seen major changes in the de-
partment, as well as major
steps toward a goal of giving the
university more visibility na-
tionally. “When I came to Mi-
ami, I was told to think big. We -
did things like the Carnegie Hall
performance,” he said. That
performance in New quk last
fall saw 417 students in. choral
and instrumental groups per-
forming on Carnegie’s hallowed
stage. The marching band ap-
peared in the Macy’s Thanks-
giving Day Parade in 2011 and

In the presidential inauguration
parade last January. That latter
trip was put together on short
notice, but Lentini said he was
‘proud of the accomplishment.

“We were shown liveon G-~
SPANand had a picture in USA
Today,” he said.- )

Lentini is a music composer
and leaves several works as part

ofhis legacy at Miami. He com-

posed an arrangement of Mi-
ami’s alia mater, which was
performed for the first time
when Miami’s music studerits
played at Carnegie Hall.

He composed a work called
“The Trees of Miami,” a piece
written in honor of the univer-
sity’s bicentennial in 2009, It

is based on a poem by Percy
MacKaye, who was an artist-in-
residence at Miami in the 1920s,
the first poet to hold that posi-
tion at any college in the coun-
try. Lentini merged the poem
with Miami history in.creating
the musical work.

. “It was fun looking at the his-
tory of Miami,” he said. :

A big part of Lentini’s time
as dean at Miami was a name
change of the School of Fine
Arts to its current School of Cre-
ative Arts.

“When I got here, they were, |
considering a name Change., L
Fine arts has a different con:
notation to people They think -
painting and it extends to the-

+ ater and dance,” said Lentini, :

noting that architecture was. .
added to the school as was an... =
interactive media studies ma- " -
jor. “We tried to have the arts -~
connect with about everything -
on campus. [ really see thlS tak--
ing off.”

Lentini said he called M1arm
President David Hodge in 2011
to discuss the concept of the
Year of the Arts, with the idea
of taking the arts out to all
students. The president was
“thrlIled” with the 1dea, he
said.

“If an era when rmddle

‘schools are cutting art and high

schools are cutting music, Mi-
ami is sending a signal the arts
are important,” Lentini said.

President Hodge prajsed Len-
tini’s efforts in a statement re-
leased recently after the dean’s
departure was announced.

“Jimraised the expectations
and success of the School of
Creative Arts,” Hodge said. “He.
was the one who had the vision
for the Year of the Arts, a vision
that he pursued vigorously and
to great effect. He will be great-
ly missed. We wish him well in
his new position.”

Leéntini and his wife, Dana, .
have three children: Luke, 17;
and Noéah, 15; both students at
Talawanda High School, and a
daughter, Evalina, 7.

“The Lentinis are a musmal
family and appeared together
in a performance titled “Born
to Sing” at the Oxford Comm-
nity Arts Center last July at the

‘request of the center’s director,

Caroline Croswell.
Lentini’s wife, Dand, teaches
vocal music at the arts center.






