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The Western Center for Social Impact and Innovation works at the intersections of science and social justice and impact to engage Miami and the surrounding community in problem-solving for some of humanity's most pressing challenges. Western Center programming includes academic courses and co-curricular opportunities such as lectures and service learning experiences. The center operates as a nexus for engagement with local, national, and global problems. The center connects diverse students, faculty, alumni, experts, and community leaders to explore both public and private sector solutions.

The Western Center uses biennial themes, to help focus its programming.

By curating programming that brings scholars and practitioners together to discuss innovative solutions, the center helps to facilitate the strong interdisciplinary and transdisciplinary legacy of the college. The Western College for Women and the Western College Program have a long legacy of engagement and activism and a commitment to civil rights, international education, and leadership development. By combining with the existing individualized studies major, the Western Center for Social Impact and Innovation (Peabody Hall, Room 022) will strengthen Western's legacy of interdisciplinary study and global social impact for today's Miami students and future generations.

	Learn more about our Services and Programs.

















 
                                                		

	



                                                                                        






            2024-2026 Theme: Democracy and Transformation

    







We are living in a critical moment of both rising authoritarianism and increasing uncertainty about the survival of democracy around the world. The Pew Research Center has found that majorities in many of the world's most established democracies, including the US, agree that their political system is in need of total reform or major changes.

As part of our thematic programming, the Western Center will consider both the existing forces that sustain and strengthen democracy, such as an engaged and informed citizenry, as well as those that threaten it, such as political polarization and disproportionate corporate influence on the US political system. Experts and practitioners will discuss innovative ways to address the current crisis of public trust in democratic institutions.

This theme coincides with the sixtieth anniversary of Freedom Summer on the Western campus, and we will once again highlight the importance of voter rights protection just as the students who trained at Western College did that fateful summer.
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                                                                            Dr. Jacqueline Daugherty

                                                                            
                                                                    Director, Western Center
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

                                                                                                            daughejd@MiamOH.edu
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                                                                    Coordinator, Western Center
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

                                                                                                            simmsws@MiamiOH.edu
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