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The program will combine a B.A. or B.S. degree in economics with an M.A. degree in economics. High-achieving students may enter the M.A. program at the beginning of their senior year. The M.A. degree provides the student with intensive, technical training in economics in preparation for careers and future study that demands advanced research and empirical techniques; and the ability to develop, formalize, and evaluate hypotheses.























 
                                                		

	



                                                                                        






    







Student Classification and Graduation

Students in a combined program will remain as undergraduates until they apply for graduation or submit a request to the Graduate School to have their classification changed from undergraduate to graduate. To graduate with an undergraduate degree, a student must have at least 115 undergraduate hours. To graduate with an M.A. in Economics degree, a student must have at least 31 hours of graduate hours. A student may double count up to 9 hours of graduate credit toward undergraduate graduation requirements.  For information regarding double counting graduate hours in the undergraduate degree or graduate student classification, please visit the Graduate School website.

Interest and Admission

Students may declare their interest in enrolling in a combined program anytime during their academic career at Miami, from the time they are admitted for an undergraduate degree. For more information see the Graduate School site. 

To be fully admitted into the combined program, the student must be a full-time student who has completed ECO 311, ECO 315, and ECO 317 and who has a combined GPA for these 3 classes of 3.5 or above. They must also have completed MTH 151 and an additional MTH course at or above the 200 level. This takes careful planning, so please contact your advisor as soon as possible if you are considering the combined degree program.

Applications Procedures and Requirements

To apply to a combined bachelor's/master's program, complete the Graduate School application and pay the $50 application fee, choosing the Combined Degree. 

In lieu of letters of recommendation, students should sign a FERPA release obtained from the Economics office authorizing us to speak with all of your economics professors.  

An interview with the Director of Graduate Studies will substitute for a personal statement. 

Taking the GRE General Test is strongly encouraged.
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                                    An example of a standard course sequence for the typical incoming student:

Fall Semester

	Eco 511: Advanced Empirical Methods (3)
	Eco 514: Mathematical Economics (4)
	Eco 615: Advanced Microeconomics (3)
	Eco 617: Advanced Macroeconomics (3)
	Eco 704: Non-Thesis Project (1)


Spring Semester

	Eco 671: Topics in Applied Econometrics (3)
	Eco 672: Applied Time Series Analysis (3)
	2 electives in:
	ECO
	ISA (Information Systems and Analytics), MTH, STAT, or FIN with the graduate director's permission





	3+ 1 students will also take Eco 700: Independent Studies (6)
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                                    How many students apply? How large is the program? The number of applications varies year to year, but we try to limit our class size to around 20 students.

Do applicants need recommendations? Applicants who did not attend Miami need 3 letters of recommendation. If you are a current Miami undergrad or recent graduate, you will need to obtain a FERPA release from the Eco department and fill it out in lieu of the letters, so the graduate director can talk to your economics professors. For more information about admission, please see here.

When can students start applying? When are applications due? You may start applying to the program the first week of September. For full financial consideration, complete applications need to be in by February 1st. We still consider applications until June 1st, however this will be without financial consideration. For applications to be fully considered, they need to be complete (including test scores).

Are there any pre-requisites that need to be done before students can apply? In addition to Principles of Microeconomics and Principles of Macroeconomics, you would need Intermediate Macroeconomic Theory and Intermediate Microeconomic Theory to be admitted to the program with a C or better. We also require a 3.0 GPA and one semester of calculus. Most of our successful applicants have higher GPAs and significantly more math than our minimum requirements.

What requirements are there for students to apply for the "3+1" program? To be fully admitted into the combined program, the student must be a full-time student who has completed ECO 311, ECO 315, and ECO 317 and who has a combined GPA for these 3 classes of 3.5 or above. They must also have completed MTH 151 and an additional MTH course at or above the 200 level. This takes careful planning, so please contact your advisor as soon as possible if you are considering the combined degree program. 

When are admission decisions made? For applications that are complete by February 1st, decisions will try to be made by February 15th. This is a soft date whereas it could vary depending on the number of applicants.

If I email you my profile (Scores, GPA, Transcript) can you evaluate my chances of admission? Once you have applied, we will be sure to review all parts of your application before making a decision. Unfortunately, we are not able to evaluate your profile before a complete application is submitted.

Do students need to take the GRE or GMAT? Is there a minimum score for any of the exams? All students should take the GRE General Test. The GMAT will be accepted as an alternative in extraordinary circumstances. We do not have a minimum GRE score.

Do international students need to take the TOEFL or IELTS? Is there a minimum score? International students must take the TOEFL and obtain a score of 90, or a score of 6.5 or above on the IELTS.

Is there an English Language Policy Waiver? Students will need to have at least a four year undergraduate degree from an English-speaking institution/an institution in an English-speaking country. For more information please see here.

Does the program only begin in the fall? We are a cohort-based, full-time program, so we don’t allow students to start in spring.

Can work experience substitute for any classes? In general, no, but individuals with specific requests should contact the graduate director.

Can this be a part-time program that is done in more than one year? It is very difficult to complete the program as a part-time student due to course sequencing. It could be done but would require more than 2 years to complete.

Can a student apply to the program before taking the GRE and/or TOEFL? You may apply before you have taken these exams, however, your application is not considered complete until we have your test score(s).

How many credit hours will be taken each semester? This may vary for "3+1" students and traditional students. Typically, a 3+1 student will take 13 credit hours in the fall, 12 credit hours in the spring plus 6 credit hours of Eco 700: Independent Studies for their thesis.

                                
                                

                            
                        

                    
                            

        

    
    
 
                                                                                                                                                                                   
    
        
        	
        	                	
            		
                                                                                         		

            	

        	

        	
        	
            	

                                                                    Participating in the Economics 3+1 program has been an integral part of my Miami experience. I believe is has broadened my understanding of the field of economics and given the subject itself a greater depth and complexity. I don't think my experience with the Miami Economics Department would have been complete without this program.  I think it's a perfect opportunity to test your limits, to make great connects, and gain skills you will use for the rest of your life. 

                                                                                                    Sara Rosomoff, 2019
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